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Iwerne Courtney & Stepleton Parish Council Meeting Minutes

Date:  18th March 2026 Venue:  St Marys Church, Shroton

Present:  Cllr Gredley, Cllr Hewitt,  Cllr Barrett,  Cllr White
In attendance:  Cllr Somper, Mark Lovett, the Flood Warden & one member of the public, David Green The Clerk

	1. Apologies 
	Cllrs Christmas & Moreland

	

	2. Declaration of Interests
	None

	

	3. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 21st January 2026   

	These minutes were approved. 
	

	
4. Chairmans Update
	
The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting.  Updates with reference to flooding issues would be provided during the meeting. 

	




	5. Matters arising from previous meeting
	Neighbourhood Watch Scheme – there have been no expressions of interest in re-activating a Scheme despite an article in the Shroton Lines. The PC agreed not to pursue the matter. 

	

	
6. Democratic discussion period



	
a) Report from Unitary Councillor
Cllr Somper submitted some written notes prior to the meeting. 
Flooding - Cllr Somper thanked Mark Lovatt for all his good work in recent weeks around the exceptional flooding situation in Shroton. Many possible solutions to the issue have been investigated and there has been some success in alleviating the issues but these cannot provide an assurance that there will not be a repetition in the future. This has led to some difficult conversations with residents.  There have been several meetings with the Dorset Councils Flood Risk Engineer,  Andrew Probets; drainage clearance & repair works have been carried out; an issue with a misaligned drain was noted as contributing the issue. Measures taken have yet to be tested with heavy rainfall. A section 19 report concerning the impact of the floods throughout Dorset is in preparation, although this may take 9 months. Dorset Council have offered to hold a public meeting in the village , although attendance at the meeting in Blandford to be held on 23rd April is being encouraged.  The PC confirmed that it is interested in holding a village meeting to discuss the issues. 

Dinah’s Hollow – Dorset Highways have been addressing main road issues, rather than problems on side roads. The misuse of back roads has been noted and adherence to temporary 20 mph limits is also a problem, with the Police and Dorset Council taking different approaches to enforcement. Furthermore, it is not clear if Community Speed-watch Teams can legally be operational at present in areas covered by the temporary 20 mph limits.  Cllr Hewitt noted that there were safety issues with children crossing the road at Stourpaine. 

DAPTC’s draft ‘Statement of Reasonable Expectations’ - is causing some concern; the document requests support for the creation of ‘area boards’, the structure, powers & funding of which has not been explained. There is a clear risk that some services could be transferred to towns & parishes, where precepts are uncapped, which could have major consequences for Council Tax levels. 

b) Members of the Parish Council – No issues raised
c) Members of the Public – No issues raised
d) Flood Warden Report – The Chairman introduced Maak Lovett as Village Flood Warden and thanked Mark on behalf on the PC for all his recent work in the village

  Mark Lovett explained :
· The issues experienced in recent months are in part due to rising groundwater levels given the difficult geology of the village, sandstone over chalk bedrock, together with rising river levels and run off from higher ground all combining to create the 2nd wettest winter in 190 years
· Andrew Probets has been very helpful in arranging for drain clearance and replacement work and he is now focussing on a small group of landowners where run off is an issue. There may be potentially simple and low cost solutions to some of the issues. Cllr Hewitt noted that the loss of hedgerows since the 1700’s has clearly contributed to the problem. 
· The priority going forward with be the regular (at least twice yearly), clearance of drains before & after the winter

Cllr Somper noted that Dorset Council is proposing the formation of a Flood Resilience Partnership  with Bournemouth, Poole & Christchurch Council (BCP); this has the potential to divert attention & resources away from rural localities. 

Cllr Hewit requested that the cover is replaced on the exposed drain in Main Street – Dorset Highways will be contacted. 

	  







































































































JH to lodge a report on the portal 




	7. Correspondence 
	Correspondence received in the period 23/01/2026 to 17/03/2026 was noted. 

	     


	8. Parish Council Representatives and Project work 
	1. Councillors to advise or discuss on areas of representation as appropriate:

a. Play Area Report  -  Wicksteed have now inspected the rocking horse and provided a fixed price for repairs – this totals circa £ 6,300 ex VAT. A quote to repair the elephant had also been received. The Clerk noted that the cost of  replacement horse is £ 8,500 plus VAT. It was agreed that the repair quote was very high and that Wicksteed should be asked to review this given the abnormally short life (12 years) exhibited by the existing equipment 
b. Footpaths and Bridleways – No issues reported. 
c. The Glebe – no issues reported
d. Shroton Village Hall – the Hall has requested a grant of Solar Project funds held in reserve for the benefit of the Village Hall refurbishment project. The funds total £ 2,745.10. The Pc unanimously agreed to provide this grant and close the reserve fund. 
e. Tree dedication in the memory of Tim Sullivan – an event will be arranged, either as part of another event or something separate. 
f. Parish Website Update – no issues reported
g. DAPTC – PC responses to the ‘Statement of Reasonable Expectations. 
It was noted that there is no clarity concerning new structures and how these will function – it is therefore difficult to provide support under these circumstances. 
It was pointed out that Councillors are volunteers and really do not have the time or inclination to undertake yet more training & meetings. The Clerk will draft a suitable response. 
h. Highways:- Fingerpost – Shroton Lines – an offer to repair this has been received, 
but a quote from Roger Bond is still awaited. Verges – it was noted that several verges have been damaged along Bessells. The PC agreed that it should not  encourage the positioning of boulders for property protection - these may fall foul of Highways regulations. The planting of hedges was discussed and will be pursued. 
i. Flooding Countermeasures – Mark Lovett provided a Shroton Community Flood Plan. This will be reviewed in due course
j. Environment – further discussion with Cllr Christmas will be required. 
	


JG to draft letter to Wicksteed






Clerk to arrange transfer


JG to follow up






Clerk to draft a response


JH to take hedge planting idea forward, 







	
9. Planning Matters

	
a. No new planning applications tabled at this meeting. An updated version of the register had been circulated to the Parish Council.

P/HOU/2026/00304 – Bessels, Bessells Lane Shroton DT11 8QW - Erect single storey rear extension and enlargement rear dormer

It was noted that this has now been approved by Dorset Council, with conditions. Natural England had been asked to comment on the application but had not done so. The planning officer did not consider that impact on the visual amenity from Hambledon Hill was an issue. 

	








	
10. Finance Matters

	
a. Retrospective payments approved – to 9th March 2026 

	Inv date
	Supplier
	Description
	 Cost 

	13/01/2026
	HMRC
	Q3 2025/2026 PAYE
	£  175.20 

	20/01/2026
	Shroton Cricket Club
	Play area mowing
	 £150.00 

	28/01/2026
	David Green
	Jan 2026 pay
	 £243.44 

	06/02/2026
	Bank Of Scotland
	Service debit
	 £4.25 

	19/02/2026
	Mark Lovatt
	Flood barrier
	 £62.99 

	02/03/2026
	David Green
	Feb 2026 pay
	 £243.44 

	09/03/2026
	Bank Of Scotland
	Service debit
	 £4.25 


       
b. The Clerk reported that the financial position is good, the current account balance standing at £ 15,231.  The opening of a 32-day notice account has been deferred. 

c. New payments approval – Clerks expenses of £ 20.15 were approved. 

	












	11 . Other Matters for discussion/information and tabling for next meeting
	
a) Play Park repairs -Wicksteed horse update
b) Next meeting date – Wednesday 20th May 2026 at 7.00 pm – this will be the Annual Parish Meeting, The Annual Meeting of the Parish Council & a PC Meeting

	








The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8:23 pm

Chairman …………………………………………    	Date……………………………………………..Iwerne Courtney & Stepleton Parish Council 
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