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Iwerne Courtney & Stepleton Parish Council Meeting Minutes (Annual Meeting of the Parish Council)

Date:  21st May 2025 Venue:  Shroton Village Hall

Present: 	 Cllr Gredley, Cllr Hewitt, Cllr Archer,  Cllr Barrett, Cllr Christmas, Cllr White
In attendance:  Unitary Councillor Somper, David Green The Clerk

	
Agenda Item

	
Discussion Points
	
Action

	
1.  Election of the Chairman of the Parish Council

	
Cllr Gredley offered to serve as the Chairman of the Parish Council for 2025 – 2026, being  proposed by Cllr Christmas and 2nd Cllr Archer;  Cllr Gredley duly signed the Acceptance of Office as Chairman of the Parish Council.
	


	2. Election of the Vice-Chairman
	Cllr Hewitt was nominated to serve as Vice Chairman and this was unanimously supported. Cllr Hewitt accepted the position of Vice-Chairman.
	

	3. Apologies  for absence 
	None. 
	

	4. Declaration of Interests
	None.
	

	5. Year End Accounting documentation to approve 
	
The Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council is exempt from external audit for 2024-2025,  being under £ 25,000 in terms of income or expenditure. The following documents were approved: 

· AGAR Certificate of Exemption 2024 – 2025 , signed by the Chairman and RFO.
· AGAR  Internal Audit report 2024-2025 noted.
· AGAR Annual  Governance Statement 2024-2025, signed by the Chairman and RFO
· AGAR Accounting Statements 2024 – 2025, signed by the Chairman and RFO 
· Chairman and RFO signed the revised Fixed Assets & Property Log
· Risk Assessment – this has been revised April 2025 – it was agreed that this will be subject to further amendment in relation to possible cyber-attack risks before adoption
· It was confirmed that there are no conflict of interest with auditors BDO

	
Clerk to return relevant documents to BDO and assemble
Transparency Code file for website

	6.  Parish Council             Representatives
      




	· Parish Council Representatives – it was agreed to appoint representatives to these roles for the forthcoming year:

· Play Area – Cllr Hewitt
· Footpaths – Cllr Barrett
· Highways – Cllr Barrett
· The Glebe/Trees – Cllr Barrett
· Website – Cllr Christmas
· DAPTC – The Clerk
· Environmental – Cllr White
· Flooding countermeasures – Cllr Gredley
· Housing – Cllr Archer

	









	7. To approve amended Standing Orders and Financial Regulations
	
The Clerk confirmed that national model standing orders and financial regulations has been amended. The PC’s own policies had been duly amended, a tidying up exercise. These were unanimously approved.  

	
Clerk to add to website
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	1. Apologies 
	None


	

	2. Declaration of Interests
	None


	

	3. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 19th March 2025 

	These minutes were approved. 
	

	
4. Chairmans Update
	
Co -option Vacancy - Edward Moreland had expressed an interest in becoming a co-opted Councillor but unable to attend this meeting His co-option will be considered at the next PC meeting in July 2025. 

Defibrillator – there have been no offers of fund raising assistance although the possibility of asking The Cricketers to allocate some proceeds from a future quiz night may be considered. 

	




	5. Democratic discussion period



	
a) Report from Unitary Councillor. Cllr Somper reported:

· It had been a busy year , with more home visits required than in previous years, with a whole variety of issues raised. 

· There is considerable dissatisfaction with the service offered by Dorset Council, including a high level of unanswered emails and phone calls. There is the appearance of the Council being in retreat from its core responsibilities, not meeting service level expectations, which erodes trust. There is also a perception of  a focus of activities in urban areas to the detriment to rural parishes, together with a general lack of transparency

· Rural transport or rather the lack of it, remains a key issue, although some improvements have been proposed

· Praise should though be justifiably given to the Dorset Highways Team, chiefly Community Highways Officer Patrick Carpenter, who frequently provides above & beyond assistance to communities. The good work of the Dorset Waste Partnership should also be recognised, under Darren Johnson, who will take out a small vehicle to respond quickly to missed refuse collections at short notice. 

· Speeding remains to be a perennial issue but there are local improvements about to be introduced including a 20 mph scheme for Stour Provost and speed reduction measures along parts of the B3092. 

The Chairman thanked Cllr Somper for her considerable work for the community particularly in relation to drainage improvements over the past year. 

b) Members of the Parish Council – no issues raised
c) Members of the Public – None present

	

	6. Parish Council Representatives and Project work 
	1. Councillors to advise or discuss on areas of representation as appropriate:
a. Play Area Report  -  Cllr Hewitt noted that the fencing and gate repairs are complete, although there remains a possible finger entrapment issue needs to be resolved
b. Footpaths and Bridleways – Public Path diversion (274) notified – new route, including the new bridge, welcomed by all 
c. Parish Website Update – 3 out of 4 village groups have provided their content contributions, although not the Cricket Club. If this is not forthcoming they will not be included in the website. New PC policies & documents will be included in the new website Shroton.org which  goes live in the summer. A meeting is due to be held to decide who will have access to the new site. 
d. Highways –The question of a visibility restriction at the entrance to Frog Lane because of advertising signage has been raised again by a resident. This had previously been referred to the Community Highways Officer (CHO) but no concerns had been returned. This will be referred again to the CHO for a definitive opinion. 
There has been a reported of problem parking in and around Courtney Close, possibly making it difficult for emergency vehicles access. This will be raised with the CHO. 
e. Flooding Countermeasures – Cllr Somper reported that DC had cleared further roots and other obstacles an it is hoped that this will alleviate flood risks to a large extent
f. Environment – Cllr White was unable to complete the water quality testing project because the submission of results appeared to require a paid subscription, contrary to initial understanding of the project terms. Cllr Gredley has submitted an application for grant funding  (£2000) to the Wessex Water Environment Fund, although they now require ‘diversity’ information it seems. A copy of the PC’s standing orders will be provided. 
Cllr Hewitt reported that the Environment Agency had been recently testing the Iwerne for signs of life in several locations. Results will apparently be published on their website
g. Unused Cars in Fairfield Rd – it was noted that these has been further vandalised and were now a greater fire hazard than before. These will be re-reported to Dorset Council’s Abandoned Vehicles team for possible action.
h. Tree by the bus stop – it was noted that temporary solar lights affixed to this tree for Christmas seemed to have become permanent, which is unacceptable in a dark skies village. The removal of these will be requested; if this does not take place in a timely fashion they will be removed by the Parish Council
i. The Glebe matters & Glebe Trees (inc. Parish Trees)  - including Tree survey
A Tree survey has been conducted and this has reported minor  issues  only including the need for a crown lift & deadwood removal required. Two very comparable quotes had been  received and a contractor was appointed 
j. Fingerposts update - Shroton Brake and Shroton Lines – the PC has been advised that this matter is with insurers. It is understood that repairs may be effected in August. The Chairman reported another fingerpost issue – this will be followed up by Cllr Barrett with a view to arranging refurbishment 
k. Dogs – failure to pick-up issue- it was agreed that this is a very unpleasant issue but difficult to tackle head on. It seems that some dog owners deliberately ignore the rules even when challenged. Cllr Archer may tie some bags near to the footpath to encourage better compliance. The Shroton Lines has drawn the attention of the community to this problem and this may need to be repeated. 
l. DAPTC – there was nothing of significance to report

	
CB - Gate entrapment issue to be looked at 



HC  - Meeting with developer



CB - Referral of issues to CHO









JG - Grant application action







CB - Report to DC


JG to ask resident to be remove lights

Clerk to advise contractor


CB - contact Roger Bond 












	
7. Planning Matters

	
a. No new planning applications tabled at this meeting. An updated version of the register had been circulated to the Parish council.

It was agreed that comments in relation to applications need to be returned quickly to meet the reply by deadline, particularly where there are concerns. 

	

	
8. Finance Matters

	
a. Retrospective payments approved: 

	Inv date
	Supplier
	Description
	 Cost 

	10/03/2025
	Bank of Scotland
	Service fee
	 £4.25 

	12/03/2025
	Jisc Services Ltd
	.gov.uk website hosting (2 years)
	 £222.00 

	25/03/2025
	David Green
	Expenses
	 £14.30 

	25/03/2025
	The Community Heartbeat
	Defib Battery
	 £357.00 

	28/03/2025
	David Green
	March 2025 pay
	 £236.08 

	07/04/2025
	Bank of Scotland
	Service charge
	 £4.25 

	15/04/2025
	HMRC
	Q4 2024/2025
	 £169.60 

	28/04/2025
	David Green
	April 2025 pay
	 £236.08 

	06/05/2025
	IVLM
	Mowing
	£156.00

	06/05/2025
	Bank of Scotland
	Service fee
	£ 4.25



New expenses approved: 
		
	Date
	Supplier
	Reason 
	        Cost 

	01/04/2025
	DAPTC
	2025/2026 subscription
	 £ 197.15 

	15/05/2025
	Clear Councils 
	Annual PC insurance
	 £ 828. 98 

	04/05/2024
	J P Consultants
	Internal Audit
	 £   75.00 

	21/05/2025
	N Wiles
	Play area fencing
	£ 245.58


          
b. The Clerk reported that the financial position is good, both the precept and VAT repayment have been received, the current account balance stands at £ 7,719.89 plus £ 10,496 in the savings account 

	












	9. Correspondence
	
Emails received by the Clerk for statutory matters and council business are sent onto the Council by the Clerk and itemised for discussion at the next council meeting.

The Clerk’s email round up concerning mail received between 21th March to 17th May 2025 was acknowledged by council members at this meeting.

	




	10. Other Matters for discussion/information and tabling for next meeting
	
a) proposal for a ‘Meet the Councillors event – possibly combined with a village event
b) Progress towards Councillors setting up PC only emails 
c) Next meeting date – Wednesday 23rd July at 7.00 pm 
	








The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.40 pm

Chairman …………………………………………    	Date……………………………………………..
Iwerne Courtney & Stepleton Parish Council 
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