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Iwerne Courtney & Stepleton Parish Council Meeting Minutes

Date:  21st January 2026 Venue:  Shroton Village Hall

Present:  Cllr Gredley, Cllr Hewitt,  Cllr Barrett, Cllr, Moreland, Cllr White
In attendance:  David Green The Clerk

	1. Apologies 
	Unitary Cllr Somper, Cllrs Archer & Christmas

	

	2. Declaration of Interests
	None

	

	3. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 19th November 2025  

	These minutes were approved. 
	

	
4. Chairmans Update
	
The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting.  There was no particular update necessary. 


	




	5. Matters arising from previous meeting
	Abandoned cars – Cllr Hewitt had contacted the owner and been advised that the cars would soon be removed. 

Neighbourhood Watch Scheme – the Clerk had discovered that a scheme for Shroton already exists and had attempted to make contact, without response. It was agreed to assess the interest in public participation in a Scheme via the Shroton Lines.
	

	
6. Democratic discussion period



	
a) Report from Unitary Councillor. Cllr Somper submitted some written notes prior to the meeting. Concerns regarding the possible devolution of services were noted. 
b) Members of the Parish Council – No issues raised
c) Members of the Public – No issues raised

	  

	7. Correspondence 
	Correspondence received in the period 20/11/2025 to 21/01/2026 was noted. 
Dinah’s Hollow updates in particular were noted. 
The offer of £ 100 for the village defibrillator from a resident by way of thanks for village assistance following a mobility scooter collapse was noted with Thanks.  


	     
JH to follow up



	8. Parish Council Representatives and Project work 
	1. Councillors to advise or discuss on areas of representation as appropriate:

a. Play Area Report  -  Wicksteed have agreed to visit and inspect the rocking horse before providing a fixed price quotation for repairs. Wicksteed’s site visit cost will be re-imbursed. The possible use of the bench on the Glebe for the playpark was considered. It was agreed that the bench should be cleaned and kept at the Glebe; use at the Play Park would require concrete fixing and this was agreed to be too onerous. 
b. Footpaths and Bridleways – A footpath  marker at  White Hart Way has been knocked over and damaged. A villager has offered to repair this. 
c. The Glebe – clearance & flattening work had been completed. 
d. Tree dedication in the memory of Tim Sullivan – Maria Sullivan is arranging for the renovation of a bench and there will be a dedication event for the bench and  plaque to be installed between two trees. 
e. Parish Website Update – no issues.
f. Highways:-

Dinah’s Hollow closure & diversionary measures  – traffic using the diversionary route had been light to begin with although more lorries had been recently noted using the route. There has been issues in some places on the A350 such as Fontmell Magna where signage had not been properly deployed causing some confusion, and in Melbury Abbas where one way diversions have been ignored. The temporary speed limit reductions are though showing on satellite navigation aids. 

Fingerpost – Shroton Brake – the arms are being renovated but the post requires replacement.  The Shroton Lines fingerpost has yet to be investigated. Shroton Lines post – an updated is awaited.

g. Flooding Countermeasures – there had been an improvement noted following last years work. There is still an issue on the bend of the Main Street which will be re-reported to Dorset Highways.  Cllr Moreland noted surface water issues along Bessells Lane due to blocked culverts it seems. 

h. DAPTC  - Clerk is attending the Clerks conference on 6th February where the issues arising from devolution proposals will be discussed.

i. Environment – No further progress re water quality testing has been made. 


	



JG to co-ordinate cleaning on the bench seat in the Spring































FW to follow up


	
7. Planning Matters

	
a. No new planning applications tabled at this meeting. An updated version of the register had been circulated to the Parish Council.
The Planning Forum events on 3rd February and later in 2026 were noted. Cllr Hewitt may attend the virtual meeting. 

	






Clerk to obtain virtual link

	
8. Finance Matters

	
a. Retrospective payments approved: 

	DATE
	Source
	Description
	Amount

	26/11/2025
	IVLM
	Mowing
	 £156.00 

	04/11/2025
	Bank Of Scotland
	Service debit
	 £4.25 

	28/11/2025
	David Green
	Nov 2025 pay
	 £243.44 

	08/12/2025
	Bank Of Scotland
	Service debit
	 £4.25 

	29/12/2025
	David Green
	Dec 2025 pay
	  243.44 

	06/01/2026
	Bank Of Scotland
	Service debit
	 £4.25 



       
b. The Clerk reported that the financial position is good, the current account balance standing at £ 16,015.20, the  Nationwide savings funds had been transferred; it was agreed to defer the opening of a 32-day notice account pending the rocking horse decision.  

c. Precept  proposal 2026-2027

The Clerk advised that a precept of circa £ 6,380 should be set for  2026/2027. The impact of this  proposed precept  on Band D Council Tax  would be small – an increase from £25.09 to £ 31.03 for the year. This was unanimously agreed.  

	












	9 . Other Matters for discussion/information and tabling for next meeting
	
a) Play Park repairs -Wicksteed horse decision 
b) Next meeting date – Wednesday 18th March 2026 at 7.00 pm 

	








The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 7:40 pm

Chairman …………………………………………    	Date……………………………………………..Iwerne Courtney & Stepleton Parish Council 
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